The Presidents: Volume 1 

(Washington to Monroe 1789-1825)
George Washington (1789-1797) (0:00-12:40)
· The American presidency might not have existed without Washington
· Washington was the only president unanimously elected (he was twice)
· 57 years old Federalist from Virginia

· April 30, 1789 inaugurated in New York City (Federal Hall)- he added the words “so help me God” to the oath of office (his first precedent)

· Washington was uncertain about his new job as president

· Washington did not want an elaborate title, just Mr. President

· Just before taking office, Washington fell sick (some thought it was anthrax) and nearly died
· George Washington

· 1st President

· Wife: Martha

· Children: None

· Action hero

· Wouldn’t shake hands

· Great dancer

· Excellent delegator

· Dignity, integrity, and honesty were well known as qualities

· He was also the most athletic of all of the founding fathers and was the best horseback rider (he rode a white horse named Nelson)

· Washington traveled to every state in the union and bought landscape paintings along the way for Mount Vernon

· Politically, few could criticize him- he was used to commanding people (he sought everyone’s opinion before acting)

· He had the best cabinet in history (Hamilton (Treasury), Jefferson (State), Knox (War), Randolph (Attorney General))- Hamilton established the federal line of credit by paying off all war debt- in exchange to the south for doing so, he moved the national capital to the south (land of Virginia)
· Washington chose the exact spot for the capital and personally surveyed the land, designed the roads, and edited the White House blueprints

· In 1793, when England and France declared war on one another- Washington declared Neutrality

· Washington crushed the Whiskey Rebellion (this tax was passed in Philadelphia and everyone had to pay it)- the show of force ended the rebellion quickly

· Washington knew that everything he did was setting precedents- his biggest was stepping down after two terms

John Adams (1797-1801) (12:40-20:57)
· Adams had a miserable presidency
· 61 year old Federalist from Massachusetts
· It was difficult for Adams to follow the great George Washington

· John Adams

· 2nd President

· Wife: Abigail

· Children: 4

· Harvard educated

· Insecure

· Spoke with a lisp

· Poor people skills

· Erratic, bipolar, craved fame and power, some days he was on top of the world, other days he thought he was the biggest failure on Earth, ambitions, personally not suited for the presidency

· Criticized for his social skills, he was very opinionated and always thought he was right, he took out anger on his subordinates

· The war between England and France was difficult on Adams

· X, Y, Z Affair

· The French began seizing American ships so that they did not trade with England

· Adams sent a delegation to Paris to resolve the matter

· 3 French diplomats then proposed a bribe to resolve it instead- instead of their names being used- they called them agents X, Y, & Z and it became known as the X, Y, Z Affair

· War Hawks in Congress pushed for war but instead Adams kept his cool and sent another peace party to France- which resulted in a treaty- but the nation was angry at him for not going to war

· The Alien and Sedition Acts

· Men, newspapers, and politicians were voicing their criticisms of Adams- he believed this was dangerous to the security of America

· He signed the Alien and Sedition Acts making it a crime to falsely speak out or write against certain federal office holders including the president

· Adams’s support of the Alien and Sedition Acts were focused on instead of the peace treaty with France (war would definitely have changed the course of American history)

· Adams was well known for supporting a navy

· Adams lost his bid for a second term to Jefferson in 1800 and left office a bitter man

Thomas Jefferson (1801-1809) (20:57-30:33)
· The election of 1800 was the first time a new political party took power (Democratic-Republicans)
· 58 year old Democratic-Republican from Virginia
· Jefferson was the first president inaugurated in Washington- he stated “we are all Federalists, we are all Republicans”

· Jefferson thought his election saved the nation from the government of the Federalists

· Thomas Jefferson

· 3rd President

· Wife: None (widower)

· Children: 6

· Man of the people

· Greeted guests in house slippers

· Secretive

· Master manipulator

· He lived in a lavish house yet tried to promote his image as a man of the people. He ended lavish state dinners and had supper parties where people could sit where they wanted
· He was not a great public speaker- he sent written messages instead (soft voice)

· He was brilliant and cunning and often used the press to his advantage

· The press released the Sally Hemmings Story (half-sister of Jefferson’s wife) 

· To control the Sally Hemmings issue, Jefferson simply didn’t talk about it

· Jefferson’s major achievement was his expansion of executive power to make the Louisiana Purchase (doubling the size of the country for $15 million) although Jefferson was convinced it was unconstitutional

· He used Hamilton’s system of finance to make the purchase (the system he opposed for 15-years)- this drew criticism from the Federalists

· Jefferson also sent a secret mission to explore the west: Lewis and Clark

· Jefferson claimed to favor small government yet greatly expanded federal power while in office

· 1804 Jefferson was reelected

· The major criticism of Jefferson was his inability to deal with the foreign crisis between France and England

· The problem was that American merchants traded with both England and France- the result was Jefferson’s foolish Embargo Act- making it illegal to trade with anyone

· Jefferson suffered from severe migraine headaches and seriously hated the presidency

James Madison (1809-1817) (30:33-36:51)
· Jefferson’s Secretary of State and right hand man James Madison succeeded him
· 57 year old Democratic-Republican from Virginia

· Madison was very qualified for the job and was more disciplined than Jefferson
· James Madison

· 4th President

· Wife: Dolley

· Children: None

· Father of the Constitution

· Bawdy sense of humor

· Calm demeanor

· Did his homework

· Madison usually dressed in black

· Dolley brought life back to the White House and he was more well-known because of Dolley (she loved oyster ice cream)

· The one thing that posed a problem for Madison was the trouble with England

· After Madison’s inauguration, the British began seizing American ships and impressing men into the British navy and diplomatic efforts to solve the issue went nowhere

· Madison asked Congress for a declaration of war against England (it was a foolish war and we were greatly disadvantaged because we will not well prepared)- Massachusetts threatened to secede because of the war and the effect it had on shipping and trade

· The British entered Washington in 1814 and burned the White House- Madison personally took command of a militia regiment outside Washington but was forced to retreat

· Madison’s image was damaged because he had caused the war

· Secretary of State Monroe went to negotiate the Treaty of Ghent with England to end the war

· Andrew Jackson became well known for his victory over the British in New Orleans

· Two important things that came out of the war were Dolley Madison’s saving of the portrait of Washington and the Star Spangled Banner

· The War of 1812 was about the only thing that Madison was known for

· It opened up the U.S. to the reality that t couldn’t stay out of world issues

James Monroe (1817-1825) (36:51-44:16)
· The election of 1816 was very harmonious and party politics seemed to vanish
· 58 year old Democratic-Republican from Virginia
· Monroe was the last of the Revolutionary generation to hold office

· Nobody seemed to think well of Monroe other than his character (honest and trustworthy) yet he was elected easily twice

· James Monroe

· 5th President

· Wife: Elizabeth

· Children: 2

· War hero

· Honest

· Patient

· Hands-off manager

· Monroe was unopposed when he ran for his second term

· It was the Era of Good Feelings and a harmonious time in American history

· A lot was going on behind the scenes

· Missouri issue (slave or free state debate)- which ended in the Missouri Compromise (Missouri slave state and Maine free state)

· Monroe said he would veto any law that went against self-determination over slavery for any state

· Monroe supported the shipping of slaves back to Africa- led to the capital on Monrovia in Liberia but it did little to solve the slave problem

· Border crisis in Florida (Indians, pirates, and outlaws)

· By 1818 Seminole Indians were raiding settlements in Georgia encouraged by the British

· Monroe sent Andrew Jackson to invade Florida- hanging British troublemakers

· Some wanted to reprimand Jackson but others supported his attack

· In 1819 the Spanish ceded Florida to the U.S. without a fight

· In December 1823 Monroe delivered the Monroe Doctrine speech: the American continents are henceforth not to be considered the subject of future colonization from any European powers

· America rejected European countries from coming to the western hemisphere looking for land and colonies

· This was Monroe’s greatest moment (although it was really the words of John Quincy Adams his Secretary of State)

· He was the last Founding Father to serve as president
